
LICENSE TAX CASE
ftRBUEOJN COURT

City Attorney Massey Testing
Claim of Light Company

That it is Exempt.

DECISION RESERVED
BY JUSTICE BRUWN

OOject if New Law Argued by City

Attorney and A. C. Braxton, Counsel

for Defendant Corporation.Consti¬
tutionality Questioned.Water Com¬

pany's Case Continued,

After listening for six ho us to the
arguments and citations of authorities
by City A'tornoy .1 A Mn*»ie «nd Af
torney I*'. M. Hiaxtoti, counsel lor 'he
defendant company, police Jaattee .1
D. O. Brown yest«»iday evening took
under fig* isetucn' ihe cOM af '!"' UK»»
»ens' Railway, Light & Pprnm Com¬

pany, winch appeared by counsel be¬
fore the justice yesterday morning to

answer ihe charge of doing business
in this city without a license. Jus'lco
Browg nan not Intimated when he will
render his decision n the case

City Attorney Massle swore out war¬
rant against thlF company and the
Newport News | kjfel | Water Com
pany for the purpose of having 'he
State co'irtB pasii np<»n the mea ni it»,'
Of the text of the at! of the last gen¬
era! assembly placing electric light.
water antl g;s companies under 'he
State Corporation Commission. The'
«leftiidatit companies have tefused to

pay the license tax to Hie city on the
¦flfound that the new law radiera«, 'hem
Irani the payment of such taxes to the
city. The ease dirrctly »(Teds prac'l-
cally every gas, water and lighl com¬

pany as »el! as every nitinieipaliti IB
the state and for that reason it Is
attracting widespread int. test

Technical Objection Raited.
When .luslice rtrown announced at

10 o'clock yesterday morning that he
was ready to go into the hearing or
the two companies. Attorney Hraxton
appeared (M the light company and
Attorney R. (}. Illckford appeared tS*
the water company. Mr. BIckford im-
mt*dlately announced that since tho
warrant against hi* company was di¬
rected against I. n. Manvllle. as su¬
perintendent of the company, rind had
tiot been serve,] on Mr. M an ville, but
on an employe of the company, he
would ask for a continuance until the
pro¡**r service upon Mr. Manvllle
<*ould be had .lustier Brown graiifd
this continuance and the warrant will
be serval on Superintendent Manvllle
upon his ret irn to he citv Saturday
and this companv probably win be
given a sepsrate hearing in the near
future.

Mr. Braxton .-irinntinrml that he
would not raise any teehnn »I >hje-
tlon; that his company d.w's not deny
that it has not paid the license 'ax

and that hi? company contends that it
doeR not hare to pay such tax. At th<» |
reapttíst of Mr Rraxbin It wa* agreed
to adjourn cour' to the Corpoi ilion
Court room and to proceed with the ar

gutnent of the cas«- on the law.
Mr. Matsie's Contention.

.""Sty Attorney Massle opened ihr -ir-

gument by stating that ihe eharer or

«Newpor' News gives »he city a right
to levy a license tax on public service
aorporatlotiR: that »hen this new set
was pss.srd the Wisl-Utire certainlv
In'ended th-1 the civ should have
such rig.i» and that the a't was plainly
meant t" deal with «»ate reven-'cs

only. This BSM shown, he sajd. by
the- fact that ia several oth«»r act*

passed by the legislature the «ame!
langtisg" «as u*ed as i« i»f««d In 'he

one undc- »htch he light, gas and
water compañía»«» rlalni the»
esspt from th» payment of »he ¡teen*»*
tal
As »h« corpora» lea»« r«-ly np-»n »«*e-

ttaa « of the new t ; lo pr» -.
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¡conlc-itiii», that they an- relieved from

l-ayim-nt ei a license ibx. It wa« to

this section that the attorn«> uddresH-

|ed hlnuolf. Mt MsMld í**Mt*4 thai
whBtl the measure »as IntrodOCN thai
title oí '.he act showed nothing to this

ci'y'h r« i- .s. Btatin to ladV te "|;,!

th« i«-v«unes of tin- city would be cur

tailed. Had it done so. he s:«l«l, it

undoubted!«, »voiilal hnre brt-n «IsfWU-
.d- W«- r-a. iai'il that a general law

lniist spei-if«, what law* an- to he re

Beaded by it ami that tins ad doea
not sp«-cify tha' the measure allowing
sities to levy license tax«1» on <-orpo:s
Uom whs rabBBjod by H He f-ii-th«"
d<c|«r*-(l thai lin.j ii Inen the purpoie
«if the act te I oil« V« the . «.Hipantes of

the illy llreiise tax«-», il was uncon-
.»Htutlonal as the legislator«« ha« BO

l«ower to annul a contra«-! between a

<»lty and a publie service r»ori*ara«UoB
L«vy Taxes on Auektment.

àHMhèj Itraxton «-olitetiileal tliat up
lo the time this a--* ba-iain« a luw tie'

i.l\ hail a |.ei fee light to levy 'Hid

collect a Iteeaac tea and Hist th«- .mir

«liieslii'ti at Issue was the . onsiruet:on

of «he language In the new law H«

ront«-nilc«l that tHV act relites to bo It

the state and city fixes hc-ause of a

pn'vlslo,, in the ait which set« torth

that tha «et shall pat pt'v.tii «itiet;

froni lrvviliK ia\«s Ba the property ot

the coi in unions as'assessed In tin»

¡"täte (-or¡ior;'tloti COtBBSlSBioa. Th«'

act further provides, he pointed out.

that If the dHtefl «re «;ol salistl,-.| with

th. assessment as made by the aorpo-
ratlon commission thoj may appeal to

the i-omniission for ledress ami if ¡he

commission refUHt-s to reopen the us-

aeaaaaaal tin- cities may appeal t.. the
Suprema- Coir! of Virginia.
Mr Braasha coatcadod "ia! If these

Keetlotis hail Bo4 1.n pul into the

law he would have taken It tint the

act api'ii.al «>:il» t«, stau- t;«x«-s, but

that it -e. ni.-.l plain to him that the
inserting of tlie^e ptovlsions ahOtM the

itl«-s iilsinly tueant that the law was

Intended lo relieve the coni¡»«nies ot

all city («ixe« except those levied on

the assessed value of the po-.es, wires,

pipes ami oth«»r p«-rsonal and reel prop
erty of the companies. The act re-

i|iiires iln« companies to make a lull

report on Its poles, wires, pip« s. at"!

real esistr and other property to the

commission so that th« commission
may make the assessment. The law

also provides tha: the companies shall

pay a line cf one pet cent to the stati¬

on Mu-ir gross earnings «-mil Mr __es>
.mi« iiilcd that this tax was in

lieu of »i| other license taxes, city and

state.
Many Authorities Cited.

IV«.t h attorneys clt.-il ¦___] authori¬

ties in support of tl.eir reeaestlee con¬

tentions aiul argued at length on thOBa
authentic*« and if wa« late In 'he at-

ternoon before the case Anally was

left wlt'i the court.
Should Justice Pi own decide against

the companies, the case will be appeal
ed to the Corporation Court and If

'they tetW 'here the companies will car-

» it to tha Virginia Supreme ('mrt

Officials of the cotnpatii- s say that
even if the «it» does not get any li¬

cense tax from the companies, the

amount of the taxes to be hereaPer
paid the < ily by the companies win he

intger than that heretofore paid in¬

cluding he license tax They base this
st itetiaiut upon the contention *hat the
State Corporation commission will
make a much higher assessment of

their prop« rty than the aaayaaaeBB have

made The amount «if the license

lax«»s paid h»- the tw,» companies to

the cltv is about S.-."«"- per annum.

OPEN BIDS ON DREDGING
3HANNELS NEXT MONTH

Col. Patrick Expect« to Have Work

C*>mplet»-i by June 3D.
e rMt,

Itlds -"»n the font dredging po
and arouml Hampton Road-s !»«»>. I>»»cn

BBt/Pei »>v Major VI M l-ntrirk. I' S

Army »ii 1 will b,. c|>en"il next month

The bids for the Newport News Mi«l

die (¡round ch«n?i<-!, for a hi« h SU"«"""
Is allott--d. wili ba «»penr ( ,n Sep'.-m-
ber -.-ti
The bid* en th.- Tr-tmbi.« Shoal pro¬

ject, for v. hirh S22»-."»--- 1« «**' »side,

will be e|. ned on September 19 »nd

th.- hid« te«- the Norfolk harbor «nd
channel mprovemen«« will he opened
.«n Set«««ii>r»-r *"! and 23 resp-

Work aa the atajlaaBI rhann'-l» is to

begin as so*>n a« powslMe and Major
Patriek "»p«-cts h»» sil of the »<«rli

tbat ran be done for the mon«-», tbu*»

lar appropriated will be r-olBpletec by
Jon«-. I'M

The test Hour of Litá¬
is when yoo do »»me gT«»ai 4«TO or

i.lscorcr «omr won«ierf«i1 fsct This
«me m t. R P«tt. of R«»rk M«

R «*. «hen be ws* «offering inten«»--

!». a» he «*»«. "free« th» worst ro-d
i ev< r had. I then v-aros'-d to ssy great
.«tisiar- on. wba« s wo»n«icr»
.ad «"ouah rmro ta. Kin«'.« M
lce«*ery Is. For. after taking nee bat

lit«». I «aa entirely rmrod You esa t

.a» ar.Ttklo( tee _X*nd Of * msaSMetP»
like «ka* It* the poroaA and beat
tvntedy for diseased lanes. Hâta«-«--»
rhaji«*». 1-tt.tlpp*». Asthma, «la»

any Thr«-»»t or taiwg Tro«iblt>. Mt_
Sl.«s>. Trial bottle free, «.«îaranteed

le-a^actais.

*bM Try '» R t. mpmeMtL

CHIEF ISjOREjlOPEFUL
Thinks Richmond Prisoner May

be "Barefoot Man."

IHAS NEW INFORMATION

Shoeless Negro Caught in Richmond

Residence Wai Employed on Ivy

Avenue Boat When Robberies Were

Committee in Thii Section.

Though he has not fO u-c. iv.tl any
litblit ion il inloi matii'u teginliiig the
mailer from the Kiehinoiul p> l'('e de¬

partment, Chief of police Ml' li«ll is

strongly of the optait n that Charles
Salts In- younc negro arrested in

Itiehin'u,d last Satinday night while In

'Hie ut of Inirgliuizing a residence,

m«y he the "Inrefotit ligarotto smok

lug blirgli'.l, who has sn i,flen rohlied
resldeficpi« In this city, Hampton and
other Tidewater town«.
One of the rOBOOBI whjF 'hier Mitch-

ill lliin.is this is he man who operat¬
ed heie is that on one ,,ocasión '.h«'

burglar was traced to Ivj avenue Bat» r

nibbing i bous,, ¡n this city and Sabs
was at that time etaployed Ob the ter¬

ri steamer plying heliveon Ivy avenue

and Scwalls Point. When arrested
Sah> hOaJ '»> sinus tin. hiving left
hem mi the bach perch of th-

bBlorB "iiicrlng if by the back door,

lie had rag socks.
Traced by Foot Prints.

I^asi winter when the home of

Manns Mi vers, 1100 Chestnut ¡iionue.

«nag biirglatl/etl. Patrolman LattlflMT
traced he burglar to |iy aienu.- by
hi« footii-tnts These prints showed
that the luán had collie frOal lie ave¬

nue, ajolag over that avenue to Twen
tioth sir -el, th.-n to M.idison avenue
and to Twenty first strce', out that
street to the old shoe factory, then

lacrcaa m Hampton avenue and along

¡ that avenue to oanoke avenue There

he turneil up that avrnne t() Twenty-

jfirs' str"e( anil went to the Meyers'
I home (in the night of the robbery
Ithe ferry st.-.niier «us fled up at the

Ivi avenue pier.
It ¡s .iie theory of the police that

Hi" man went up Ivy avenue from the

steamer, polled off his shoes and then

proceeded in his sock feet o the

Meiers' home which had been robbed
I several umea before. No trace of the

I man cmud be found leaving the house

! and the police think that after mak¬

ing the "haul" he put his shoes on

again an I walked away without leav¬

ing any trades by which he could be

ttaeed.
A Coincidence.

There is the possibility tha' more

than »ne man BParaOai here, hut it is

tt-Barded as a rather significant coin¬

cidence that when he tried to rob (he

Hunter hot«« this year and Otaa chased

away that the negro headed for the

River Road. The blnodhonnd was pu'
on his trail and traced him to the pas-

sengi r ,I"iM>t. The BBSs« entered the «**¦

pot and hi» trail became confuse.1 in

the foot 'tacks af the passengers who

afterwards entered the station The

polic. thought then and firmly believ*

no» th-af he man went down the

I River Road and on to Ivy avenue

I'nlesH the tuero confesses to hi«

l':obberlos IBSBTB probably Is no way

'of pioving »hat BO eve- opertPel here

Ba no trace has «ver been found ot

tany of 'h- goods that he stole Sab s

h«s been held for the Ba**ttaa <"»f the

grand b'i>' in Richmond and he iii'.-

doubtedlv will be sein to the pon'tcn-
tiarv when he in tti.-d In the Mghav
tassai

Miss lleb-n Payne. daughter of

Mr and Mrs. C.e«>rge P. Pavne. of

1121» Hampton avenue, and Charle«
kww Spradlin. oí this city, will be

married at 9 n't lock this morning at

the bride's home. Rei. V H. Hen-

derlite, i>«stor of the Si-oond Presbv-
ttrian church, will perform the rcr,»-

The wedding is to be vera
.id »ill ho witnessed by only a

few of ihe Immediate rela»
Miss Payne ha« lived «n »hi* citv

for mint year* and is popular with
a ho«» of friend» She is a graduate

i «*f the local High sch.ml. Mr. Sprad
Itn t» a ya*nn« pharmacist who has
mm here several year» and m well
koown.

la» médiat el v after the ceremony.
th* yo«nc «-«»iiple »111 leave on »h«»:r

I bridal trip and «*n their return »hev
will be a» home . nd« in
ihi«

Mr and Mr» | \v MIKteaal trill
leave tnalay f«w Warm .-> - c« v.

»l»ri> Mr MiUtaataf. mho ha» Nn»n
H far several w«*ett«. will take the

uir bath*.

Mr and Mr« Jams K Abbe a«***
laasrhta-r aad Mr and Mr«.

TTB-t-flBB8 A H*y*rM* lefr vesterda»
k rnaaaty. wberr »br

I »pend the ra-tasaltader of the week

V« IWfl

Mr. f «. Oaaa>as*Bl totja has h***\
hbaara*. w**tj

¦t«m t-rOft-*. »r,'.

Mrj «v.r. . nd ll't'r OJ ,»,

ter and Mrs. Edward H. Hall will
leave today tor Clifton Forge and
White Sulphur Springs. Va., whtre
they are to spend two week«.

Mr. L J. Robinson will leave today
for New York, wlieie In* will s)»oiid
two weeks.

Mrs. John N. Martin will return to¬
day from Itiehmond. where she has
h«en visiting relatives for several
weeks.

Mrs. M. 8. Llewellyn, who wat

operated upon at the Klizaheth Mux
ton hospital Tuesday for appendicitis,
is reported to be rapidly iiiiprowng

Miss Geneviève Ball has gone to
I'ulaski. Va., to spend several weeks
with Mrs. Marsh.

Mr. Henry Polling Is ill with typhoid
Lier at bis home in North Knd.

Masters InTfttOari and Walter Cot-
t «-11 left yesterday for I'orlsmouth,
.where they will visit their grandpa-
cm, Mr. and Mrs. C. II. Koauo.

Miss Pantile Blackmail has as her
guest here. Miss Clara Goldlio.td, or

Philadelphia.

Mrs. G. \V. Madiirea. on Twenty-
[«.Ightli street, has as her miost, Mrs.
Klizaboth .lohnson, of Petersburg.

-

Mrs M. W. Gayle will leave today
I for Charlottesvill. Ya., where she
will visit friends.

Mr. Krnest Starr, of Raleigh, N. <'.,
who has been visiting his parents,
l»r. and Mrs. \V. G. Starr, on Twen-
l.\ eighth street, will tears today for

Chicago to visit frit-mis before ratona*
ii.g to Raleigh.

Mrs. George K. Via and daughter,
Mrs. Louis I.itibpage. of Norfolk, will
leave today for Ciiarloiiesvilli', where
they will spend several days.

Mr. Julian Who. 1er leaves today
lor White Sulphur Springs, Va., for
a visit of a week.

M aa Maude Wartl. who lias been
visiting Miss Ida Hassel, on Twenty-
sfventh street, has returned to her
home in Norfolk.

Mrs. M. A. Finch and daughters
bave returned from New York and
are guests at the Warwick hotel.

Mr. C. C. Mitchell leaves today for
the mountains of Virginia for a
visit of two weeks.

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Saunders and
daughter. Miss Roberta, and Misses
Klton and Hazel Weaver, will leave
this week for Natural Bridge. Va.

Miss Nannie Burcher, of Grafton,
la visiting her uncle, Mr. George W.
Burcher, on Huntington avenue.

Miss Madeline Jones will leave to
day for Charlottcsville. where she
will spend two weeks with relatives,

Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Wilson, ol
Fast Knd. are visiting relatives in
Littleton, N. C. ,

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Taylor, who
bave been visiting relatives In Win
ston-Salem. N. C. have returned
home.

Mrs. W. K. Rreazeale attended tbr
wedding of Inr niece. Miss Louise

I Wellford Owen, to Henry Clay itea»

¡ti.e Jr.. which took place at Rich

j tnond yesterday.

Miss Fannie Bla«kman. who has
bc-n visiting at Ocean View, has re
turned home.

Mrs B F Womble is visit ¡tig rela
¡ve« in Smlthfield.

Mrs. F. T. Tucker leave* today for
White Sulphur Springs, Vs., wh«rc
she is !o ii>jt her sister. Mrs Wer
Immer, for several weeks. Before
».turning home she will spend atMN
ttioi s' Hot Springs, Va.

Mrs. C M Trcgo and daughter. Mist
Clara, .ire visiting relatives in Cam
«'en. N. .1

Mr R i: ('.reaves, who ha» been
visitinc friends here, ha» returned
to Mb home in Smithfield

« Alma ann Jesse Parham.
'Man 1*.:-,.] aad Mrs J Helm's M.
i.Murran Bas* i<-,v.. today for Niagara
Falls Thousand Islands and anad*
for .1 vi^it or ;hreo week»

DR. JONES OFF FOR EUROPE.

Will Take Special Cc*a***ae in Univer¬
sity at Edinburgh.

l>- Clara .-,ce Porter Jones ;of; last
k. »here today he

will ttatard the Hambnrc AitH-rK-aa
liaer Cfot-taaatl for Kur«>pe He »ill

land a- Che-h:,rg n* Aagi» «I

ptocei ..merrsn to «Hurtl
ike Parsi« r play ata Angus' .".1 tie

'il«an«>.e K*apo-
effstaa In '»ndon on <a»-pt«*tni>er ; «m
í and will then gr» «o the l¡
a BtflahBiah .<» take a ap>**r.al pn«*'-

a »he »ra*atm«r.t Ol
be esr. c« «-. n"*« and tar***« o<*^**r*
Th. r-o.: ¦.*. i« tsj last fr»ar aa-eek» and
Pr Jt.n-.« e«,i«, ts to flnr* a*»»««*
aboait »-

Ho-rv'«TW»?
W* «*"».« Oat« Hn«4r«B« h*vlMar* B>»«r.t Bar

.* .-. .. .'. -- . ~«,.-n' S. '«-*~» '«
¦

T -.*.. O

*«. aae i« an at« .i. mm a*«..»« r *

p ... .. ¦% , .

¦¦ l'ijitrfiliHR'.ii
*««**» pi nata* »

.Bar-a rata-a ¦» »aa*«a i»a»inai*r. .**»
-r »T -it»»« atiy t>l*«*a <B^ aa«tr**M «w»

». «in.a» *>aNli««aai«

There Is One
ii w t .Night Cap"

y^S
e^yy// .ftfr

that always scores.a

glass of Pabst Blue Ribbon
beer. Taken just before retiring, it
satisfies that empty feeling.a foe to
sleep.and aids in the digestion of
other foods.

Pabst
BlueRibbon

TLc Beer of Quality
is rich in wholesome malt, delight¬
ful to the taste and soothing to
the nerves. It has won its way
into the markets of all the
world because of its uniform
high quality and absolute
purity.
Order a case of Pabst Blue Ribbon

to-day, and enjoy the satisfaction
of having and serving to your
guests the »best beer brewec-

Made and Bottled only
by Pabst at Milwaukee

Phone now for a case to

Pabst Brewing Co.
26th & C. & (). Ry.
Tel. So. Bell 270

Citizen 127

The name of Straus, Gunst & Co. on a parkase has bren yeur
guarantee of the purest and highest grade Liquors. The following are
some of thrir famous brand«:

FULL DRESS (Price High. Quality Higher). ?
JEFFERSON CLUB (Excellent and Superior).
OLD HENRY (Its Long Record Pro-re« Merit).
ROONEÏ MALT WHISKEY (Fur Medidiisl U«e). ,

DIXIE CORN" (Old and PureV
TURKEY GIN (Perfection in Quality).

Why run the risk of ordering inferior good« when you can get the
best. Our old established brands are always the «ame high quality.
Relus«- all substitute«

Fo«- sa'.e by all leading maii order house» in Washington, D. C,
Richmond. Petersburg, Norfolk. Portsmouth. Newport Near«, Roanoka,
Bristol, Va Jacksonville and Prnsacola. Fla. $

If your dealer can't supply you. »»rite us and we will «re that your
order is filled. Send for handsome booklet, li'hographed in five colors,
containing complete price !i«t of Whiskies. Bran-Turs, Wines. Gins, etc.

Straus, Gunst® Co.,
Distillers «nd Blender« of Fine Whiskies.

RICHMOND. Va

Pive Negroes Jailed.
Odcl! Wallace satl GaTAta I

¦aa, KMr Skelton, Mat]
ncsroes. Hi«- !a«r three t>cin-; «¡iris
sixteen yiar»' old, were i«la« «il und«-r
heavy Nonds by .Ii:~tl« o Hrnwn

rlav rmartiinc «nd wen' 'n jail in al«»-
*____ Wallace wa« char.
nine a disorderly hoiiM» and the
women were < harr«d »

i-rolrnen MetMics-
an«« Pri«e r* taap >h-»rt|v

'lidnishi Tararla*- Biftht snd
»rr««ted the «i«ia-

For Riding on Side-walk.

I
restaresv mornm« t-r ridins
cle oa »he «ld«»slk. lie i>ald th«»
»re.

Struck a Riet» Mi»«e.
I *., «av«

he ***a_t*a_t a p»-rfect mtpo

f-.u-ed i
12 «<¦«.*«

_¦«.«.

W. B. «.bbbb Faaaral tJ***»*8ta**.

Mm Try O. R 8. »pectal

Capital Dry Goods House
THE SHOPPK.G CENTER OF NEWPORT NEWS.

29I0 - 2fl2 Washinjlon Aicmie

Summer Suits and Dresses
Spec««! «.sortment of L.ofjerie Dresse» snd two piece Suits, m

clu«.«r»fl s variety ** sosos*. »«-.«ne «"ega-it des-gni an ace an* em

broidered effect*. Wefw'ar $4 »S te MM valu«»

SPECIAL $2.98

Ask Your Phvsician ty**9____h,m (OOM» «S

the Her astl IwweBs taa

"RSUCII A


